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September 20, 2017 
150+ mile-per-hour winds carried Hurricane Maria through the Caribbean, incurring tremendous 
damage to nearly every island in its path. Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Barbuda were hit 
the hardest; Barbuda was left non-inhabitable and, throughout the Caribean, millions were left 
without power, electricity, and safe housing. Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands have struggled to 
move forward with the aid of limited resources and a disorganized recovery. 
 

Since Hurricane Irma struck two weeks prior to Maria, there are parts of Puerto Rico that are far 
beyond six months without power, reliable clean water, and/or safe roads. The vulnerable power 
grids of Puerto Rico, in need of complete replacement, have been incredibly challenging to 
repair. While the tourism areas of northeastern Puerto Rico have been operational through 
generator electricity since shortly after Hurricane Maria, most of the remote and mountainous 
regions are still in need of substantial utility repair. Half of the 78 island municipalities possess 
insufficient funds to appropriately address needed repairs, which leaves the remainder under 
resourced, as Puerto Rico is ineligible from seeking bankruptcy protection.  

 
	

Message from the Figueroa Wu Family 
Foundation Executive Co-Directors: 
 
Although public service and volunteerism have been a part 
of Evelyn’s & Alex’s lives for decades, Puerto Rico’s state 
of emergency compelled this couple to found the Figueroa 
Wu Family Foundation in October 2017. It is a nonprofit 
organization and possesses 501(c)(3) designation.  
 
The Foundation aims to advocate for individuals and 
communities in need. Its mission is to bring services into 
Chicago and Puerto Rico in a manner that is dignified and 
empowering. They believe in sustainability, equitable 
distribution of resources, and altruism. The Figueroa Wu 
Family Foundation strives to right social and health 
injustices through directly addressing social determinants of 
health as essential human rights. 
 

OUR MOTIVATION TO CREATE THE 
FIGUEROA WU FAMILY FOUNDATION	
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NOVEMBER 2017 
 

Following the devastating aftermath of Hurricane Maria, Evelyn Figueroa used donations from 
her friends, family, Americares, and UI Health Hospital to obtain supplies for a weeklong relief 
trip in November 2017.  
 

With the support of her father, Joe, Evelyn was able to deliver solar lanterns, water filters, 
hygiene products, food, medications, and medical supplies to several communities. Although 
many roads were not in operation, traffic and street lights out of order, and scarce 
communication available, Evelyn was able to identify and prioritize communities in need. She 
and her father delivered over $20,000 of supplies and services to Yauco, Aguadilla, Toa Baja, 
Baranquitas, and Naranjito.  As soon as Evelyn returned to Chicago, she and Alex continued 
to plan additional ways to support Puerto Rican recovery efforts. Additional medications for 
Yauco were sent in December and a return spring trip was planned. 
 

  
(Left) Unsafe electrical poles twisted into other high voltage systems throughout the island; (Right) Clinica 
Bantiox, a healthcare clinic grown out of a Headstart office after flooding destroyed surrounding outpatient 
facilities served as a landing point for supply donations, medical and dental services, and community support. 
 

 

  
(Left) Dilapidated housing abounds throughout the island, resources lack to secure these dangerous areas; 
(Right) Tons of debris were pushed by locals to the sides of streets in order to regain travel access. A lot of 
similar debris was still awaiting removal when Evelyn returned four months later in March 2018. 

PUERTO RICO RECOVERY WORK: 
MEDICAL SOCIAL BRIGADE 

SUPPORT  
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PUERTO RICO RECOVERY WORK: 
MEDICAL SOCIAL BRIGADE 
SUPPORT  

 
 

MARCH 2017 
 

Figueroa Wu Family Foundation Executive Co-
Director Evelyn Figueroa, MD, traveled with UIC 
Family Medicine second year resident Justine Landi  
to deliver services and supplies to Yauco. Yauco 
primary care physician and community leader Jose 
Troche, MD, has been a leader in this community for 
over 30 years and has extensive disaster relief 
experience. Following Hurricane Maria, he put his 
disaster relief skills to local use to reach remote 
communities in the mountainous municipality Yauco. 
Thousands of Yauco people still lack power, reliable 
drinking water, and safe roads six months after the 
hurricane.  
 

In collaboration with local agencies such as the 
Order of Masons and the Rotary Club, Dr. Troche 
has organized weekend medical social fairs to bring 
needed supplies to these devastated communities.  
From food to haircuts to medical visits, Dr. Troche 
has offered relentless support to his Yauco family.  
 

The Figueroa Wu Family Foundation has supplied 
medications, solar lanterns, water filters, hygiene 
supplies, baby products, and more to augment Dr. 
Troche’s positive impact.  

Coming Soon! 
AUGUST 2018 
The Figueroa Wu family will 
return with UIC Family 
Medicine Residency to Yauco 
to process $1.5-2K microloans 
for community members 
interested in purchasing their 
own solar power plants sized 
for their homes and needs. 
Helping families obtain clean, 
affordable energy will 
decrease dependence on a 
vulnerable power grid, save 
money, and alleviate medical 
conditions related to using 
generators.  

100% of your tax-deductible donation supports 
programs such as recovery in Yauco and the UI 

Health Pilsen Food Pantry. 

WATER FILTERS & SOLAR 
LANTERNS BRIDGE PUBLIC 
HEALTH GAPS UNTIL 
LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS 
DEVELOPED  
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The UI Health Pilsen Food Pantry is open Monday-Friday 12-4pm (except for University 
holidays) and offers a combination of culturally appropriate produce, shelf-stable items, and 
other cooking ingredients to help its clients prepare healthy, complete meals. Clients may visit 
the pantry every two weeks – there are no geographic, documentation, or membership 
requirements besides showing one form of photo ID.  
 

    

BACKGROUND 
In the fall of 2017, pantry founder Evelyn 
Figueroa, MD, screened UI Health Family 
Medicine patients for food security (food 
security is when a person lacks the 
money, transportation, or other means for 
acquiring healthy, fresh food). About 200 
surveys were voluntarily submitted, 
showing that 42% of the patients at the 
University Village and 80% of Pilsen clinics 
had experienced difficulty with 
affording/obtaining healthy food 
sometimes or frequently over the 
preceding 6 months.   
 
LAUNCH 
Using UI Health clinic space, financial 
support from the Figueroa Wu Family 
Foundation and the UIC Family Medicine 
Social Justice Fund, and a UIC 
Department of Family Medicine December 
food drive, the pantry opened its doors in 
single digit cold weather on 1/2/18. 

Visit page 8 for ideas on how to help 
the Pantry or you can also message 
uihealthpilsenfoodpantry@gmail.com 

UI HEALTH PILSEN FOOD PANTRY HELPS 
DISTRIBUTE 25,000+ POUNDS OF FOOD TO 

1100+ PEOPLE IN ITS FIRST THREE MONTHS 
	

UIC Family Medicine Residency with Evelyn Figueroa 
& Alex Wu preparing for the Pantry’s grand opening.  

Presently, there are no employees; the Pantry is kept 
open 20 hours a week through the diligent efforts of 
many kind volunteers. Two undergraduate interns are 
expected for 2018. A pantry manager is being recruited 
through Dominican Volunteers. Visit the UI Health Pilsen 
Food Pantry during operational hours or via e-tour at 
www.figueroawufamilyfoundation.com/food-pantry.  
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THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!!! 
  

As Pantry visits have grown, the volunteers have worked tirelessly to source food 
surplus as much as possible to stretch our donation dollars and decrease excess food 
waste. Redistributing good food is the right thing to do and protects our environment! 
Regular donation partners include Imperfect Produce (below, left), UI Health hospital 
food services, Trader Joe’s, Fresh Thyme grocery, and the Chicago Period Project. 
  

      

FOOD DRIVES SHOW PILSEN SUPPORT AND KINDNESS 
Successful food drives conducted by UCA Illinois Chapter organized by Jing Kong (top 
left), the US Cellular Controllers Team organized by Vanessa Villareal (top right), and 
the Attic organized by Wynell Gray (bottom left and right).  
 

			 	 	
	

	  
 

UI HEALTH PILSEN FOOD PANTRY	
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October 1 – December 31, 2017 
 Credit Debit Balance 
Beginning balance   0 
Puerto Rico donations – November trip 5094.78  5094.78 
Water filters, solar lanterns, flashlights for 
November PR trip 

 1340.37 3754.61 

Medical supplies for November PR trip  908.32 2846.29 
Food and hygiene products bought in Puerto Rico 
delivered to community members of Yauco, 
Aguadilla, Baranquita 

 1709.66 1136.63 

Travel expenses & shipping (paid for by Figueroa & 
Wu) 

 1135.63 0 

Puerto Rico donations – December  754.32  754.32 
December medication shipment for Yauco  754.32 0 
Figueroa Wu Family Foundation general donations 1498.21  1498.21 
UI Health Food Pantry supplies  947.15 555.06 
Foundation overhead (paid for by Figueroa & Wu)  410.00 145.06 
 
January 1 – March 31, 2018 
 Credit Debit Balance 
Beginning balance   145.06 
Puerto Rico donations  873.10  1018.16 
UI Health Pilsen Food Pantry donations 3291.87  4310.03 
PR Se Levanta fundraiser at Bourbon on Division 1499.00  5809.03 
T-shirt fundraiser 160.00 1340.00 4629.03 
UI Health Food Pantry supplies  8953.49 (4324.46) 
Water filters, solar lanterns for March PR trip  1610.84 (5935.30) 
Medical supplies for March PR trip  donated  
Foundation overhead (paid for by Figueroa & Wu)  72.00 (6007.30) 
Shipping expenses  150 (6157.30) 
  

	

FINANCIAL REPORT	

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• Hunger Resource Network frozen protein 

donation 4/13/18 
• Two summer undergrad externs arriving May & 

June 2018 
• Cooking Matters healthy weekly culinary classes 

free for the community June & July 2018 
• Puerto Rico Se Levanta micro loans fundraisers 

in June & August 2018 
• Oakton Community College food drive – 8/13/18 
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2437 N FAIRFIELD AVE 
CHICAGO, IL 60647 
figueroawufamilyfoundation@gmail.com 
twitter: FigueroaWu_FF 

VOLUNTEER 

	
• Sign up for our UI Health Pilsen Food Pantry volunteer 

listserv to learn about food insecurity and food waste at 
uihealthpilsenfoodpantry@gmail.com 
o Sunday 10:30-1:30 weekly prepping parties – up to 

12 volunteers are needed each Sunday – come 
alone or organize a group of friends to support the 
Pilsen Food Pantry 

o 12-4pm M-F personal shopping assistants 
o Food rescue volunteer – use your vehicle to pick up 

donated produce, baked goods, and cafeteria 
surplus 

• Design & install solar grids in Puerto Rico 8/20-24/18 

ORGANIZE A 
CARTON/JAR DRIVE, 

FOOD DRIVE, OR 
FUNDRAISER! 

• Clean 16oz jars and egg 
cartons are very helpful to 
the pantry, are free to 
collect, and reduce waste 

• Food drives help decrease 
our overhead costs for 
nonperishables and are a 
great team building activity 
for your office, conference, 
or classroom  

BECOME A MONTHLY 
DONOR 

Recurring donations help us 
predict our budget and develop 
new innovations. Visit 
www.figueroawufamilyfoundati
on.com/take-action/ to make a 
single or recurring donation. 

STAY INVOLVED WITH THE  
FIGUEROA WU FAMILY FOUNDATION! 
	


